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The third headline had the decidedly more pedestrian headline, "Thousands of drivers using expired licenses." The new computerized system for issuing drivers' licenses had encountered a number of glitches; these, a Mrs. Ferguson of Inland Revenue indicated, would soon be ironed out, but then she raised the more burning problem of the proliferation of illegally issued licenses: "If there is collusion at the depot, there is nothing we can do about that," she explained. "We are talking about illiterate drivers," Mrs. Ferguson admitted. She said drivers who "bought" their licenses and avoided the standard examinations can hardly be singled out as long as their original documents were signed by legal authorities and they passed the reading test. "If the person can read, the department cannot tell whether the license is bogus." 2 The fourth headline, on the front page, was the increasingly familiar story: "Gun Battle follows boy's abduction: Seven-year-old Jovayn Miller abducted. Abductors demand $10 million ransom." In this instance, however, the good news was that the boy was later found and returned to his family unharmed.
Finally, and also on the front page, this now traditional, though increasingly antiquarian, report of the political clash. In this case intraparty appeared under the head "Charles, Broderick in heated brawl": "The police confirm that they had to break up a stone and bottle-throwing incident in Summerfield Clarendon Friday night, involving Pearnel Charles, JLP caretaker for the Clarendon north central constituency and Dr Percy Broderick former JLP Member of Parliament for that constituency." 4 The paper proposed that following the retirement of Michael Manley from public life in 1993 and the reelection of his People's National Party (PNP) under the new leadership of P. J. Patterson, the island was approaching a social and political crisis point. The main suggestion was that Jamaica was in a state of hegemonic dissolution: "The old hegemonic alliance is unable to rule in the accustomed way, but equally, alternative and competitive modes of hegemony from below are unable to decisively place their stamp on the new and fluid situation."
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In the absence of a populist organization to take the lead and carry events in a more radical direction and in the context of an international conjuncture that did not seem to provide a permissive opening for radical action, three potential options were mooted: The first was the option of an increasingly authoritarian government "within or outside the constitution"; the second was the possibility of a democratic renewal across the breadth of the Jamaican social and political terrain; and finally, following Marx, was an option described as the "common ruin of the contending classes," or widespread deterioration in the fabric of civil society and the state. In the seven years that have passed since then, this "strange, eventful history" 6 is unveiling an alternative that is altogether none of these, though it appears to include elements of them all.
The Zeeks riots of late 1998, in which thousands of nominally PNP supporters brought Kingston to a standstill in protesting against the detention of their "don," or area leader, and the April 1999 Gas Price riots, during which the entire island was under a state of siege from protests following budgetary increases in the price of gasoline, 7 signaled a new phase in the old situation. The decision by the besieged police officers to ask the detained Donald "Zeeks" Phipps, don of Matthews Lane, to quiet his own crowd indicated their recognition of the relative autonomy of the dons and of the downtown "massive."
